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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WCPE-FM Music Education Fund Expands Horizons 
2016-2017 Season Sees Largest Block of Grants Presented in Fund’s 6-Year History 

 

WAKE FOREST, NC (September 14, 2016) – This year, the WCPE Education Fund presented its largest 

block of grants yet in the fund’s 6-year history. Due to generous Education Fund gifts during seasonal pledge 

drives, the Education Fund committee was able to disburse grants totaling over $10,000 this year.  

“The field was competitive” said Patricia Crane, Director of Membership, “and our only regret is that we couldn’t 

fund everyone’s requests.” 

In the 2016-2017 season, the WCPE String Quartet will continue its work in the Triangle area. A joint venture 

between WCPE and the North Carolina Chamber Music Institute, the Quartet comprises four high-school students 

who will be performing in the Triangle area throughout the season, this year mentored by the Aurora Musicalis 

String Quartet. 

Headquartered in Chapel Hill, Musical Empowerment will be connecting young musicians (most from low-

income families) with talented instrumentalists at NC State and UNC-CH to provide instruction, guidance and 

mentorship in free one-on-one lessons. This unique program has the dual benefit of teaching the kids to play, 

while teaching the college students to teach. 

In the spirit of raising the next generation of classical musicians, the Music Education committee helped fund an 

interactive children’s concert by the Duke Medicine Orchestra, made up entirely of volunteer musicians 

affiliated with Duke Health. Next spring, in conjunction with the Emily K Center, they’ll play for and introduce 

classical music to the students of Lakewood Elementary in Durham, a school without the benefit of a KidzNotes 

program. 

And finally, WCPE is honored to fund the Young Musicians of Alamance. It’s important to us that the fund’s 

grant monies help groups outside the Triangle, and this Burlington-based group will use their grant to expand 

their successful music instruction program in North Graham Elementary School. As music education is slashed 

from public schools throughout the state, WCPE is proud to help the groups like YMA that are stepping up to fill 

that need.   

“All of this is possible through donors to The Classical Station,” said Crane. “When they set aside 10% of their 

gift to fund musical education in our communities, they put instruments into the hands of children who might 

never have had the opportunity to play. They fund tuition for low-income students who couldn’t afford lessons 

without this help. And they help the many worthy nonprofits in our state expand their work and bring music to 

more people.” 

The next grant application period for the 2017-2018 season will open January 1, 2017 and close on March 31, 

2017. 

WCPE Education Fund grants come from tax-deductible gifts made to WCPE FM. WCPE donors of 

fifty or more dollars per year may elect to restrict ten percent of their contribution for local musical 



education programs and outreach. Grants are awarded annually following the March 31 deadline. The 

WCPE Education Fund has invested nearly fifty thousand dollars in North Carolina music education 

through a wide variety of nonprofit organizations since it was founded by former WCPE Arts & 

Community Liaison, Tara Lynn, in 2010. 
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