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Musical Empowerment announces Transformational Philanthropic Investments 
 

Chapel Hill, NC –  Musical Empowerment (ME) is a national non-profit youth-serving 

organization that nurtures meaningful relationships between collegiate mentors and children in 

under-served communities through free, one-on-one music lessons. Last month, the organization 

received a $170,000 two-year capacity building grant from the William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable 

Trust and an individual contribution from philanthropist Joan Gillings to expand chapters to 

include Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), integrate Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion into chapter models and curriculum, and support administrative and advancement 

needs. The organization was founded at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 

became a national organization in 2012. Music builds self-confidence and self-value, and 

Musical Empowerment creates a space in which people from diverse backgrounds can help and 

learn from each other. ME provides opportunities to underserved youth, while allowing college 

students to give back to the community and grow in a personal, professional, and engaging way. 

 

“Musical Empowerment is so grateful for the partnership we have built with the Kenan Trust and 

Joan Gillings over the last several years,” says Meredith Richard, ME Executive Director.  “They 

have a unique understanding of the value of Musical Empowerment across the state, and the 

investment needed to grow and serve more children. 

 

The need for music education and the arts is increasing outside of the traditional classroom due 

to funding cuts and societal inequities. Musical Empowerment is a program that not only teaches 

and mentors youth in the arts, but decreases disparities and provides opportunities for children 

who might not otherwise have them.  

 

“I believe in what Musical Empowerment is doing to enrich the lives of children,” said Joan 

Gillings during a national Musical Empowerment event earlier this month. “I am glad to support 

this program, and its continued growth to reach more children.” 

 

Gillings, a Musical Empowerment Advisory Board member, has been a lifelong advocate for arts 

education. Her most recent philanthropic investment in the arts for children has expanded 

community theatre programs at the Playmakers Repertory Theater at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill.      

 

ABOUT MUSICAL EMPOWERMENT  

Musical Empowerment serves over 250 youth through chapters on college campuses. Chapter 

locations currently include NC State University, UNC-Chapel Hill, East Carolina University, 

High Point University, and Wake Forest University. Undergraduates are paired with children 

from the surrounding communities, not only teaching them to play musical instruments, but 

mentoring them in developing the skills necessary to stay in school, and progress in their growth 

and education. 


