
 

 

 

 

What is Musical Empowerment? 
Musical Empowerment is a non-profit based in Carrboro, NC. Through          
free, one-on-one music lessons, Musical Empowerment nurtures       
meaningful relationships between collegiate mentors and children in        
under-served communities based on a shared love of music and learning           
that build a foundation of confidence, creativity and self-discipline to          
create successful individuals. The organization was founded in 2002, and          
continues to grow stronger every year. Annually, over 130 UNC, NC State,            
and Wake Forest students sign-up to teach a variety of instruments and            
share their love of music. 

How does it work? 
At Wake Forest, 40 minute lessons are held weekly in the classrooms of Speas Elementary School. They start in 
September and end in April,  with a month-long break in between for the winter holiday. A winter and spring 
recital will be held to showcase what students have learned over the course of the semester. 

Why teach with Musical Empowerment? 
We believe that every child has a right to experience the arts free from financial constraint. Research has shown                   
that musical instruction provides children with numerous benefits, including increasing spatial reasoning skills,             
cultural understanding, and self-confidence. Also, exposure to music provides life-long enjoyment of the             
universal language of music. Through our program, we hope to give every child a chance to enrich their minds                   
and lives with the art of music. 

Instrument Lending Program (ILP) 
Students taking lessons but unable to provide their own instrument are eligible to borrow one through the ILP                  
for the duration of the year. Once students graduate from our program, they will have the opportunity to keep                   
their instruments if they have participated for at least three years. 

Are there any specific requirements for college students to         
teach music lessons? 

● Have at least 4 years of experience with the instrument they wish            
to teach 

● Commit to the program for at least 2 years 
● Undergo a background check once chosen, which will cost $20 
● Show passion and interest to serve the community with music 

How do I apply to become a teacher? 
Fill out the New Teacher Application by Friday, September 8th. The review process will occur mid-September                
and selected applicants will be contacted for an in-person interview. Once chosen and paired with a student, you                  
must attend the mandatory Teacher Training Session, which will be held on Saturday, September 23rd. Due to                 
the high volume of applications, we may be unable to offer a teaching position at this time.  

 


